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NEWS RELEASE

XSTREAM VOLUNTEERS CLEAN UP, GREEN UP QCA

QUAD CITIES— Xstream Cleanup volunteers worked for 3 1/2 hours last Saturday morning to clean up what others had left behind. Their hard work translated into 1,700 bags of trash, 600 tires, 52 pieces of furniture, 40 appliances, 34 barrels/drums, and 22 bicycles.

Armed with gloves, trash bags, and determination, nearly 1,700 volunteers cleaned up 50 sites, including creeks, streams, drainage areas, and portions of the Mississippi and Rock Rivers in Scott, Rock Island and Henry counties. This cleanup effort was done in conjunction with Chad Pregracke’s Living Lands & Waters crew, which also cleaned up a portion of the Mississippi River near Davenport that morning.

In addition to the items the committee expected would be pulled from waterways, site coordinators also reported unique finds. Some of these included: shopping carts, toilets, toilet seats, kitchen sinks, ringer washers, roller blades, rugs, carpet, shingles, gas tanks, bed springs, doors, windows, Styrofoam, fire extinguishers, plastic chairs, and shoes. Crews also removed a sleeping bag, picnic table, grill, bathtub, computer, basketball hoop, swimming pool, piano, leather coat, car seat, hose, manhole cover, and a 1939 car.

“Several thousand more tires were discovered at a site near Pleasant Valley, but another cleanup event and an ‘army’ of volunteers will be necessary for the removal and proper disposal of these tires,” said Roy DeWitt, Keep Scott County Beautiful coordinator.

“The streams are cleaner and safer now, and the community is stronger and legitimately proud for what we have done,” said Curtis Lundy, chairman of Xstream Cleanup.

Chad Pregracke, president of Living Lands & Waters, said this is the largest one-day cleanup event his crew participates in. “We look forward to Xstream Cleanup every year because of the phenomenal community support we receive. It feels good to know our community cares about our waterways,” he said.
###

